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“Proudly Printed in Washington County by Quad”

`
S a v i n g  S u m m e r  f o r  O u r  K i d s  a n d  F a m i l i e s

S u m m e r  2 0 2 2  i s  o f f i c i a l l y  u n d e r w a y ,  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a  s t r u g g l i n g  n a t i o n a l
e c o n o m y  -  s o a r i n g  g a s  p r i c e s ,  s t r a i n e d  s u p p l y  c h a i n s  a n d  c o u n t l e s s  j o b  v a c a n c i e s  -
a r e  p u t t i n g  i n c r e d i b l e  p r e s s u r e  o n  f a m i l i e s ,  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .
W h e t h e r  i t ’ s  r e v i s e d  v a c a t i o n  p l a n s ,  m o d i f i e d  h o u r s  d u e  t o  s t a f f  s h o r t a g e s  o r
o u t r i g h t  c l o s u r e s ,  w e  a r e  a l l  e x p e r i e n c i n g  c h a l l e n g e s .  Y e t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  O u r
G r e a t  C o m m u n i t y  h a s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  o n c e  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  t o  e n s u r e  o u r  f a m i l i e s
h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  b e a c h  a n d  s w i m m i n g  a m e n i t i e s  t h a t  d e f i n e  s u m m e r .

I n  M a y ,  I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  v a r i o u s  o u t d o o r  s w i m m i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y
w e r e  p l a n n i n g  t o  s c a l e  b a c k ,  o r  c l o s e  c o m p l e t e l y ,  d u e  t o  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  t r a i n e d
l i f e g u a r d s .  I  q u i c k l y  r e a c h e d  o u t  a n d  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  l o c a l  l e a d e r s  i n  H a r t f o r d ,
K e w a s k u m  a n d  W e s t  B e n d  a n d  o f f e r e d  o u r  h e l p .  E v e n  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t y ’ s  h e l p ,
u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  K e w a s k u m  a n d  W e s t  B e n d  w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  d e v e l o p  a  p l a n  t h a t  c o u l d
b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  t i m e  f o r  s u m m e r  s w i m m i n g .  W e  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a b l e  t o  w o r k  w i t h
H a r t f o r d  t o  i n c r e a s e  l i f e g u a r d  p a y  a n d  p r o v i d e  s o m e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n c e n t i v e s .

W e  a r e  o f f e r i n g  e v e r y  h o u s e h o l d  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r
“ r e s i d e n t ”  a d m i s s i o n  a t  V e t e r a n s  M e m o r i a l  A q u a t i c  C e n t e r  i n  H a r t f o r d ,  a n d  W e s t
B e n d - Y M C A  F a m i l y  A d v e n t u r e  P o o l  -  s e e  p a g e  3  f o r  d e t a i l s  a n d  c l i p  t h e  c o u p o n !  I n
a d d i t i o n ,  a d m i s s i o n  w i l l  b e  $ 2 . 5 0  a t  t h r e e  c o u n t y  w a t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  -  S a n d y  K n o l l
( T o w n  o f  T r e n t o n ) ;  Y a h r  ( T o w n  o f  F a r m i n g t o n ) ;  a n d  A c k e r m a n ’ s  G r o v e  ( L i t t l e  C e d a r
L a k e ) .  I  h o p e  y o u r  f a m i l y  w i l l  e n j o y  a l l  t h e  m a g i c  o f  h o t  s u m m e r  d a y s  a t  t h e  p o o l  o r
b e a c h .                                                                       

 C o n t i n u e d  o n  n e x t  p a g e
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F o r  y o u  f i s c a l  h a w k s  o u t  t h e r e ,  p l e a s e  k n o w  t h a t  I  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r
p o c k e t b o o k s .  Y o u r  c o u n t y  t a x  d o l l a r s  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  s p e n t  h e r e .  T h i s  u n u s u a l
i n i t i a t i v e  i s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e c o v e r y  P l a n  A c t  ( A R P A )  f u n d s ,  w h i c h
C o n g r e s s  s e t  a s i d e  t o  h e l p  c o m m u n i t i e s  r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a  p a n d e m i c .  I
o f f e r  t w o  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s :  1 )  T h i s  s p e n d i n g  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  s h o r t - t e r m
p r e d i c a m e n t  a n d  i s  n o t  a  p e r m a n e n t  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o g r a m ;  a n d  2 )  O u r  f e d e r a l
f r i e n d s  s a y  A R P A  f u n d s  w i l l  b e  s p e n t  s o m e w h e r e .  T h e s e  a r e  u n u s u a l  t i m e s  a n d  w e
h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n h a n c e  o u r  s e r v i c e s .  

A s  w e  m u s t  w a i t  f o r  t h e s e  e c o n o m i c  s t o r m  c l o u d s  t o  p a s s ,  l e t ’ s  e n j o y  o u r  “ a u t h e n t i c
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e ”  b r o u g h t  t o  y o u  b y  t h e  s h a r e d  v a l u e s  o f  O u r  G r e a t  C o m m u n i t y .  T h a t
d i s c o u n t e d  s w i m  a d m i s s i o n  m a y  n o t  s o l v e  w o r l d  e c o n o m i c  c h a l l e n g e s ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  g i v e
u s  s o m e  m u c h  n e e d e d  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  r e s t  a n d  r e l a x a t i o n  a t  a n  a f f o r d a b l e  p r i c e ,
a n d  i t  w i l l  g e t  u s  o n e  d a y  c l o s e r  t o  b e t t e r  d a y s  a h e a d .  

J o s h  S c h o e m a n n
C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e

Our 2022 County Board is at work on newly reconfigured standing committees and eager to tackle the issues
facing Washington County. It has been just two months since the two-year term began, and I am humbled and
honored to serve as the new county board chairman.
Improvements to the intersections at County Highway S, County Highway R, and State Highway 175 in the Town
of Addison have been on the radar of the County Board of Supervisors. Intersection safety has been at the forefront
of priorities of the county Public Works Committee since we adopted the intersection safety analysis report in
2019. 
Upgrades to numerous intersections have been undertaken as a result of that report.  We provided alternative plans
for these intersections at a public meeting where over half of the County Board Supervisors attended to seek public
input. The Public Works Committee is taking those comments into consideration when reviewing the alternatives.
We are confident that the option chosen will increase traffic safety at these intersections for generations to come. 
We have a lot of talented and dedicated people, both on staff and on our committees. I’m confident we’re going to
make good decisions and make Our Great Community proud. We look forward to serving you!

County Board's Corner - Serving Our Great Community
Jeffrey Schleif, County Board Chairman

County Executive Josh
Schoemann held a news
conference to announce
Saving Summer Swim. He was
joined by City of Hartford
Mayor Tim Michalak and
Parks Director Mike Hermann,
and Kettle Moraine YMCA
President Rob Johnson.
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Washington County 3rd Annual
Juneteenth Day Celebration!

The event dates to June 19, 1865, when Union soldiers arrived at Galveston, Texas, with news that the Civil War
had ended and that the enslaved were free. This was more than two years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation, which had become official January 1, 1863. 

“We began the Juneteenth Day celebration in Washington County because there is shared history where we can
really build some connections and understanding. Juneteenth Day is an important cultural event because it not only
helps us to remember the difficult history of enslavement in the United States, together with the service and
sacrifice of those who fought and died for freedom, but also provides an opportunity for Our Great Community to
celebrate its significance together,” said County Executive Josh Schoemann. 

In addition to County Executive Schoemann’s proclamation presentation, the Juneteenth Day program featured
emcee Rev. Clarissa Martinelli of 5th Avenue United Methodist Church; guest speaker Pastor Robert Bell - Life
Church-Milwaukee; singer Noelle Braun with Casa Guadalupe Education Center who sang the National Anthem
and the hymn, “Lift Every Voice and Sing;” a poem, “I Am the Black Child,” read by Omari Maikowski from
Rockfield Elementary; and Hally Bowles from Germantown High School recited “Our Deepest Fear.”

Pastor Bell shared his experience of growing up in Milwaukee with the excitement of the Juneteenth parade and
horses, barbecues and music. He said, “There’s nothing like freedom. Juneteenth wasn’t designed for blacks only.
It’s a holiday designed for everybody.”

Many thanks to the Juneteenth committee who put together a thoughtful, educational program!
Co-Chairs Julie Driscoll - Chief Health & Human Services Officer, Tarra Gundrum – County Executive’s Office,
Tammy Anderson – Director of Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC), Noelle Braun – Casa Guadalupe
Education Center, Steve Thiry – West Bend Library, Bill Brewer – community volunteer, and Rev. Clarissa
Martinelli – Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church.

 

We celebrated Freedom Day in the freest county in
America! Washington County’s 3rd Annual
Juneteenth Day celebration, in recognition of the
ending of slavery, was held on Sunday, June 19, at
the Historic Washington County Courthouse.

Juneteenth Day became a federal holiday in June
2021. 

Photo, L-R: Pastor Robert Bell, Rev. Clarissa Martinelli,
Omari Maikowski, Hally Bowles, Noelle Braun and
County Executive Josh Schoemann



From May 2021 to  May 2022,  the Consumer
Price Index increased 8.6%, the largest  12-
month increase s ince December 1981.  County
purchasing has  become more chal lenging due
to supply chain issues ,  pr ice  increases ,  and
labor  shortages.  

With a  f iscal ly  conservat ive approach to
biennial  budget ing las t  year ,  county
departments  were encouraged to  e l iminate
“just- in-case” increases .  This  ensured the
county didn’t  overtax our  res idents ,  but  i t
a lso created a  gap between budgeted costs  and
actual  expenses .  We are  not ing cost  increases
in ongoing operat ional  purchases  and in
project  purchases .  

To address  these increases ,  the county is
creat ing an inf la t ion cont ingency fund using
unant ic ipated increases  f rom sales  tax
revenues.  This  responsible  approach al lows us
to suff ic ient ly  cover  unplanned and
unavoidable  expenses .  

Quest ions can be directed to  Margaret  M Hamers,
Finance Director  at  AUDACH@washcowisco.gov.
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County Partners with Farm Bureau
to Host  Used Tire Collect ion Day

On Thursday,  August  25,  f rom 1pm-7pm,
Washington County residents  can drop off
used t i res  a t  the Washington County Fair
Park,  3000 Hwy PV, West  Bend.  The one-
day t i re  col lect ion al lows for  the disposal
of  used t i res  with the assurance they wil l
be recycled properly.  

Discarded t i res  on a  farm or  in  a  backyard
are an ideal  breeding ground for  pests  and
a source of  groundwater  pol lut ion.
Improperly dumped t i res  create  hazards  in
road di tches ,  edges of  farm f ie lds ,  and
along fence l ines .  Disposing and
recycl ing of  t ractor  t i res  is  especial ly
chal lenging because of  their  composi t ion
of  tough rubber  and metal .

Disposal  fees  wil l  apply and costs  wil l
vary depending on the s ize .  The cost  per
t i re  (not  on a  r im) wil l  range from $4.00
for  basic  automobile  t i res ,  and up to  $100
for  large farm t i res .  Detai led pr ic ing is
on the Washington County websi te ,
washcowisco.gov,  or  watch for
information on the county Facebook page.  

County Hedges Against Inflation 



 
 

"

J U L Y  2 0 2 2  |  V O L  5   



For more details visit: 
www.washcowisco.gov/departments/county_executive/events

Listening Sessions with County Executive Josh Schoemann
FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 2022

 OUR GREAT COMMUNITY

Community Town Halls 
9AM - Richfield Village Hall

Cheers and Chats
5 PM - Ackerman's
Grove, Tap Yard

Coffee Conversations 
7:30AM 

Sawmill Inn, Richfield   

Please join County Executive Josh Schoemann to voice your
concerns, ask questions, or just listen!

Questions? Call 262-306-2200

10:30AM - Germantown Village Hall
Noon - Jackson Municipal Complex



DISCOVER. CONNECT. PROSPER. @washcowisco
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